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majority of a given ethr:lc group. Mixed colors
signify multi-faith groups, e.g., the Dinka)
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Remarks: Reconciling figures by reputable sources, foremost of which being the British colonial sources and
more recent anthropological monographs, are the bases for all statistical figures here. Figures produced by
various governments of Sudan have been too rudimentary and/or biased to be of any value.
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Observation: While the primary
world religions such as
Christianity, Istam or Buddhism
have standard and accepted
names, the myriad of local
Indigenous religlons and belief
systems, despite thelr rich
content and history, cannot be
easily grouped together under
a group name accepted by a
majority of scholars and lay.
The term “Animism" although
accurately represntative of the
common blief held by these
religions in  natural and
supernatural  spirits  (Latin
“anima”), has nonetheless
faced criticism.

Unfortunately, there are no
commonly accepted  group
name to replace this term,
although group names such as
“indigenous  religiouns” or
“ethnic religions” have been
suggested.  These  both,
however, have thelr own
inefficiencies and inaccurate
connotations.

As a consequence, until a
consensus on the common
designator for these old but
localized religions is reached,
the inefficient, but neutral term
“Indigenous” s used here.
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Remarks: Sources reputed for their accuracy, foremost among them being the British
colonial sources (Of special note being The Equatorial Nile Project, Vol. IV, 1954, and
more recent anthropological monographs, as well as the Soviet anthropological works,
are the bases for this map. Figures and maps produced by various governments of

Sudan have been too rudimentary and/or biased to be of any value.

* The Nuba and the Nubians share the same ancient roots, although now much
different in culture, physiology and ethos. Despite their greater numerical superiority
today, it is the latter that sprang from the former. In fact the Nuba were often known as
the “Mountain Nubians" (contrasted to the much more numerous riparian Nubians) to

the earlier generations of linguists and ethnographers.
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